WORK IN THE GREAT STATE

discoverer that only about 4,000,000 men are irregu-
larly employed upon their wonderful machines and
processes. That is obviously true, for a large pro-
portion of the originators of modern industrial proc-
esses are dead, and their inheritance is the common
property of mankind. Even as to the living in-
ventor, we are careful to put a very short time-limit
to his powers of monopoly. The inventor of the
incandescent gas mantle is happily still alive; but
any man can now employ cheap labour to turn out
more or less imperfect examples of his great inven-
tion without paying him a cent. There is no secret
about modern machine industry. The great body
of invention is at our disposal with which to produce
plentifillness, and every year the patents of living
inventors are expiring.

To visit a mod.ern cloth factory or cycle factory or
boot factory or furniture factory is to witness
operations which win from a wonderful complication
of devices, and from a division of labour between
machines made for sectional purposes, an extreme
simplicity and rapidity of output. Each part of a
boot or a cycle, however small and seemingly insig-
nificant, is turned out by a specialised machine at
very small cost. The accurately and beautifully
made parts are put together, and the total labour
exerted to make one boot or one cycle is marvellously
small. Looking at boot machines, we understand
that a very limited number of them, worked by a
small fraction of the working population, could
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